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i'mr Faul tr-{ic[<man, flxecutive Directon of Or-u' Montana, Jnc. We'ne a non-pnofiroryqrlzaqlo.n fufrr{frooto cqulng
for Montana's $)arks, fr{ivers, tr-!istoric Sites ancl 'fraitrs. I just vrani to share with you rvhy ['rn hete.

'&/2ry back in X994., owr arganizatioll elid sorfle sLlrvpying. arird fo,.rild Ehat aimrost'6very stat'e in tiae union hari a

@sortof$uppO1.tg]ot|p*eXCsp[Molltana,ancirnaybeFlississippi'Sjo,,vestaffiec1one,We,ve;
been livlng pnoof that govc]nrnent agencles and private organizations can work rvell together'.

We've bsen rvatchingand helping rvhere 1vs co:"rlrlsince that tinle. {n 28A3,we sarn€ to this v*ry builclingdr.rning
that year's legislative sessiol'1. Severai of cilr rrrernbers allcl rataff stood fi/ith c{hers rvfuo came to asic rvou to stlpflort the
bill tfrat *gtatrlished tfue $4 Vg"tlNl-A-R-Y- cr:ntribution to support chl: Sjtftte Parks whfn trhey paid fbr lheir vehicle's
Iicense platc each year.

The Con'lmiltee recofl'unended it, balh houses of [he Iegislatulc votecl Ior it, the governor signed !t, and in went
jnto eff"ect January n", 1994.

tl/hy did iI pass? For seyeral r€asot1s, really, bilt hene are a couple of tiee naain ones.
l. Unlikettre F[$f{ orthe W5[-Di.-[!itrl sections of F\'VP, P,AFIKS dirinat n"ravean a er4uate r'ovenuesoLlrce. -flire

$24 "passpont" o'f those days was an {JLYF lN prograrn thaf everi {hough tt was StX '!'{IvXES rnore co$fly, lhl:
passporr !e i't tl'rr: Partts Cepartrneni woeiilily sho* q:f rvhat was needccl tc rnaintain our lrarlcs. E&"rrgd
bAaifrtenaftcs on parks rvas tire annual lule.

2- lMith the $4 fee {br eactr rag, the vshic{e ow:le r can clrive righi in to any cne of our 54 parks uvithout a day use

{ee, lt's the garne atriorint that is ckargei t"or a sir'gle e:nLry i*to a singtre park. tri's ctxluenient, and *ct a
b*tden or.t an)/cne. ,Ancl rI increases the use of ttrcse facilities

3. Olher s{atos i}ft1/e frieci the O{v!'-f N iciea ancl fous:cl that only 2trt3 percent go for it. Psyctrn<llogisfs fatrl us that
peoptrearerfiuchrnore[ikely[05ayNothanyesinacirc!'rrn.9|ancelikethis,B:le-a:v.h-e@
lzencflt"

I\iow. nN 20{ l" Y{}{.JR MOTTANA S'r,A,T'g PARKS }-IAVS NFVSR L,OOKF,[} B[{n--rkiEt" And ir's alldwe ro ltr1at ll{tie

$4 annua\ fee that's askec.i of them on each reglsfercr! vehicle. It's a very snlall contl'ifruticn - perhaps tress riha* mtany

peop{e spend cn snacks or"cof'f'ee in a clay" A,nEi ab<tut the sarne as a bag of' poi:*crn at the mc'v!e.

May tr call yoLlr attention to lhe fact thataw*11riraintained State Parks System is a iruge economic belrefit to MOtrl'XANA,

In contrast to fhe days before this VO[,{,JNTARY $4 fee tbr parks rvas €slal}iished. they are now well mainlainecl,

delightful places lo take yoLrr fanlil3, and g*ests. Tourists love t];ern. The program i.s operat'rng we]l now, people are

accustornrgcl to it, ane! they her:efit great|y frc*'l this easy rvay lo h*tp rnaintziin their h4ontor;a $fate Fal'ks.

ANID please clon't forgef &ai our PAitKS ciepartrnent" in alddlrion t:o carimg i'r:;r 54 Farks" is ln charge of three hundred

thimy six (336) FISHING ACCESS S{T'ES, along Montana's heautiful rivels and streams. Some are blgger than sonle of
the Palks !! 'fhar's a lol of srass to rnowl

L,AD{ES AND #gllliTX-EMEN" to ct'range tiris sirnplo sy$tetn as proposed vroulctr be absqlAtg"ly;Xlieg-Cqlo otlr Mon;ana

State Farks- [-ets leave lve!l enough aXone.

' To Op[ iN rvouid be to deal a DEVAS'fATlhl$ b]orv to c'ur nrarvelous Sate Farks $ysten't.
'T'he paesent OF 1' OUT system nS a voluntary system. fit ain't hro{re" ff4-&,'\SE, lef 's darm't tn'y fo fix it.
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